[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]North Scottsdale Pediatrics
Care of the Uncircumcised Penis
Boys have skin that covers the end of the penis, called the foreskin. Circumcision is the surgical removal of this skin, exposing the tip of the penis. Should you elect not to circumcise your son, the following are a few things you should know and teach your son as he gets older.
1.  In the first few months, clean your baby's penis with soap and water. Do not pull back the foreskin if it's still attached.
2. In the first several years, the foreskin will separate from the tip of the penis. Some foreskins separate soon after birth, but this is rare. It is different for every child, it could take a few weeks, months, or years. Once this happens, the foreskin can be pulled back away from the tip of the penis.
3. Most boys will be able to retract their foreskins by the age of 5 years old, but some may not until the teen years. Until the foreskin fully separates, do not try to pull it back. Forcing the foreskin to retract before it is ready can cause severe pain, bleeding, and tears in the skin.
4. When the foreskin separates from the penis, you may notice white pearl-like lumps under the foreskin. This is skin cells shedding and is normal.
What to teach your son once the foreskin separates:
1. Gently pull the foreskin back away from the end of the penis.
2. Rinse underneath the foreskin with soap and warm water.
3. Pull the foreskin back over the penis.
What to watch for:
1. When your son is a baby, make sure the hole in the foreskin is large enough for him to urinate normally.
2. Bring your son into the office if: the urine stream is never more than a trickle, your baby is uncomfortable while urinating, or if the foreskin becomes considerably red or swollen.
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